
  

Therefore . . . 
 

One of the most motivational and challenging words in Scripture is the word 'therefore.'  
motivational and challenging because it is often used to mobilize us into action. The writers of 
the Bible often used "therefore" to prompt us to respond to who God is and to the wonderful 
blessings that come from Him. In essence, we turn from hearing and knowing to putting our 
faith into action. Webster's Dictionary defines "therefore" as follows: "for this or for that reason, 
hence." Although 'therefore" is used in numerous places in the Bible, we will focus on the 

following three verses: 

I Corinthians 6:20: Here the apostle Paul tells us that, because of what Jesus has done, we "are 
not [our] own; [we] were bought at a price.” Therefore, honor God Jesus paid the ultimate 
sacrifice with His precious blood. Therefore, in light of His sacrifice, what does God desire and 
deserve from us? He deserves nothing less than our total praise and devotion. "Therefore" is the 
link from knowing to doing. Through faith, we know what Jesus did for us, and, again through 
faith, we are empowered to honor God. We honor Him in many ways. As stewards, we honor 
Him when we use our time, talents, and treasures in ways that advance His kingdom. In essence, 

we honor Him with all that we are and have. 

Romans 12: l: "Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as 
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship" (Romans 12: l). 
In the chapters preceding this verse, Paul repeatedly references God's abundant mercy to us. 
Using the word "therefore," Paul directs us, in light of God's mercy, to "offer [our] bodies as 
living sacrifices. " Because God is merciful and does not punish us as we deserve to be 
punished, we are to present ourselves to God as sacrificial gifts. We are to surrender and submit 
our lives to Jesus. A living sacrifice implies that Jesus is the Lord of every area of our lives. 

Having received God's mercy, we are motivated to live lives of obedience and faithfulness. 

Matthew 28: 18: "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all nations . . . " Jesus is Lord of all and has received from the Father all power 
in heaven and earth. With the word "therefore," He gives us the Great Commission. We are 
commanded to go to all nations to spread the Gospel. 

With this inspiration from Scripture, therefore, let us express our faith. As the Holy Spirit speaks 
to us through God's Word, let us obey His promptings to live out our faith. Therefore, go and let 

others see His light and love through you.  He has Risen! 

Celebrating the Easter Victory, 

Pastor Nowak 
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Prayer Chain 
 

Life presents challenges to all of us, but sometimes 
those challenges can feel like it’s just too much.  If you 

are experiencing situations, whether physical, 
emotional, or spiritual, call our Prayer chain. You may 
give your prayer requests to Angie TerMaat at 608-
246-9608, Susan Bartlett at 608-437-5765, or the 

church office at 222-7071 or call if you would like to 
become a part of our Prayer chain. 

 

“Hear my prayer, O Lord;  
 listen to my cry for mercy.” 

 
 Next Life Foundation:  Life without Rain 

Life just continues to get more difficult as Mbuguni and the 

surrounding area wait for rain.  It has been over 2 years since 

they have had any measurable precipitation.  Agriculture is the 

primary source of income for the majority of people in this 

area. With no water, there are no gardens, no crops, the 

livestock are struggling and food is becoming more and more 

scarce.  Thanks to our generous donors Next Life has been able 

to give our students food for their families.  Many of these 

families have already sold the few items they have of value to 

buy food.  God willing we will continue to provide corn, beans, 

and cooking oil periodically. 

Prayer Requests: 

 Rain, Rain, Rain 

 Many of our students and their families are struggling 

with major physical needs 

 Discernment and wisdom for our Boards of Directors 

and staff 

 The Holy Spirit open the hearts of Jesus’ saving grace. 

 
Sign Language Training:  There is a sign-up sheet in the 

Welcoming Area for anyone interesting in learning to sign.  

The sessions will be led by Pastor Nowak and probably be once 

a week for three months.  Please put down your name, best day 

of the week and time for you to attend.   

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note:  Thanks to everyone who signed up to bring 

sweet treats on a Sunday morning.  There is a new sign-up 

sheet in the Welcoming Area by the coffee pots for you to 

participate during the months of May through August.  Your 

volunteering to participate is appreciated. 

 

 

VOTERS’ MEETING 

SUNDAY 

MAY 21st, 2023 
10:15 a.m 

 

Loving and Losing: 

 We continue to have a monthly Bible study 

at church at 1:00 pm for those that have lost a 

loved one—especially widows and widowers.  Our 

next meeting will be held on Monday, May 8th, 

2023.  Through the timeless lens of Scripture, we 

will find comfort and hope as we focus on relevant 

issues. 
 

Thank you received from Orphan Grain Train: 
“Friends – The OGT of WI in gratitude, thanks you 

for the donation of the $250 check.  Please be 

assured that with help and healing the Gospel is 

proclaimed in Word and deed.  Your contribution 

is helpful to those in need physically and 

spiritually.  We thank you for your sincerity and 

thoughtfulness.  In His grasp, Ida, corresponding 

secretary.” 
 

Red Geraniums:  Pentecost Sunday is May 28th.   

Our goal this year is to have 24 plants 

flood the altar to celebrate Pentecost, 

one of the important days in the life of  

the church; the day the church received 

the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The geraniums will cost 

$6.00 each and following Pentecost Sunday, they 

will be planted out front to help beautify our 

church entrance. Donate a red geranium in 

celebration of, in memory of, or in honor of 

someone special. Please fill out your order form 

with payment by May 22nd, 2023 made out to 

Monona Lutheran Church. Either mail it in or leave 

on the desk in the office. 
 

Did you know:  More phone calls are made on 

Mother’s Day than any other day of the year. 

These holiday chats with Mom often cause phone 

traffic to spike by as much as 37%. 

     
                      MAY 14th, 2023 
 

Sunday School will have its last day on Sunday, 

May 21st.  The children will have a short lesson 

and art activity followed by a special treat.  Sunday 

School classes will resume again on Sunday, 

September 10th.  If you have any questions, please 

see Judy Thompson. 
 

Just a Reminder:  As spring/summer weekends 

are filled with activities and travels, we do have a 

service available on Monday evenings’ beginning 

at 6:30 p.m. 

 



 

Why Is Stewardship for You? 
 

Stewardship is what we as stewards do.  It is faith in action.  Stewardship is the living out of our faith 

through our serving, giving, witnessing, and relating to others.  It is the faithful use of our time, talents, 

and money in doing God’s will.  It is our faithful response of gratitude for God’s gift of forgiveness and 

salvation.  As God’s stewards, we are called by Him and governed by His Word.  God’s Word gives us 

motivation, direction, and purpose for our stewardship.  Prompted by the Holy Spirit through God’s 

Word, we freely and joyously commit all that we are and have for His purpose. 

 

Simply put, stewardship is good for us, helps others, extends God’s kingdom, and gives God honor and 

glory.  We as Lutherans ask, “What does this mean?”   

 

Stewardship Is Good for Us 

Stewardship is good for us because it helps us understand the responsibility and privilege we have been 

given as God’s people to be God’s stewards.  By God’s grace, He calls us to be His stewards.  In spite of 

our unworthiness, He trusts us to be faithful stewards of His gifts to us.  He elevates our status and 

importance.  In His divine plan, He works through us to seek the lost and help those in need.  Here on 

earth, we are Jesus’ hands, feet, and mouth.  What a joy it is to be used by our Heavenly Father, Who with 

the power of His Word created all things!  We are given the joyful privilege of being the instruments 

through which God works. 

 

Stewardship is good for us because it helps us develop an 

attitude of gratitude for who God is and what He has done 

for us.  Through faith, we know life is a gift, and we see 

God’s grace, goodness, love, and mercy at work.  Our 

eyes are opened to see the beauty and majesty of God’s 

creation and the mighty works of His hands.  Acknowledging God as the author and creator of all good 

things (James 1:17), we acknowledge His ownership and our role as stewards.  Through the work of the 

Holy Spirit, we live with an attitude of gratitude giving Him thanks and praise for His gifts to us.  We 

give Him our thanks and trust in Him rather than the things of this world which give us no lasting hope 

and security. 

 

Stewardship is good for us because it helps us to live abundantly (John 10:10).  God promises to bless us 

spiritually and, at times, materially for our faithful serving and giving.  The Apostle Paul wrote, 

“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully” (2 Corinthians 9:6).  When we give much, we will receive much.  In Proverbs we read, “A 

generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed” (Proverbs 11:25 NIV).  

God has ordained that, when we give generously, we will receive generously.  We cannot live the full life 

that God wants us to have unless we experience the joy that comes from generous giving and serving. 

 

Stewardship is good for us because it helps us focus on the intimate relationship Jesus wants to have with 

each of us.  Until we have such a relationship with Jesus, our lives have no value, direction, or purpose.  

God wants us to be stewards of our relationship with Jesus, others, ourselves, and our creation.  The 

relationship that we have with Jesus is the most important and the most joyful. 

 

 

 

 

Steward Builders 



Stewardship is good for us because it helps give our lives purpose and meaning.  Through faith, we 

understand that our gifts and blessings are to do more than just provide for our needs and pleasure.  We 

have a purpose to use all things in His service by helping others and extending His kingdom. 

 

Stewardship is good for us because it helps us to be content.  The things of this world can easily become 

overly important to us, and we become discontent focusing on acquiring more things.  Jesus said, “You 

cannot serve both God and money” (Matthew 6:24).  The giving of money is an antidote to our natural 

desire to be selfish and self-reliant.  Acknowledging that our money has been entrusted to us by God and 

using our money for His purpose helps us put our material blessings in perspective.  We become content 

by being thankful for the blessings God has given us. 

 

Stewardship Helps Others 

Stewardship helps others by providing people with food, shelter, and clothing.  Jesus said that we will 

always have the needy and the poor.  Stewards provide support for their brothers and sisters in Christ and 

those outside the faith by giving their time and money.  Paul wrote, “So then, as we have opportunity, let 

us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10).  

Helping and serving others brings us joy as Jesus’ love in us overflows to others. 

 

Stewardship helps others as God uses us as His instruments to share the life-saving Gospel.  God calls us 

to be His witnesses in our homes, communities, states, country, and throughout the world (Acts 1:8).  We 

are witnesses by what we say and do, and we provide the financial support of missionaries who carry the 

Gospel to all parts of the world. 

 

Stewardship helps others through our financial support of churches, Christian schools and colleges, 

seminaries, and other Christian organizations.  Christian organizations and institutions are essential to 

kingdom building.  The care and services these organizations provide are 

essential and far reaching. 

 

Stewardship helps others by using our time and talents in ministry in our 

churches and other Christian organizations.  We serve on boards and 

committees, sing in the choir, usher, cut grass, provide maintenance to the 

buildings, etc.  God blesses us with gifts that are needed to support the 

mission and ministry of our churches. 

 

Stewardship Gives God Honor and Glory 

Stewardship gives God honor and glory because through our faithful stewardship we live obediently.  

Jesus honored God by doing his Father’s will (John 17:4).  We honor God the same way.  God is glorified 

when we fulfill the purpose that He has given us. 

 

Stewardship gives God honor and glory when we do our deeds of stewardship out of joy and love rather 

than duty.  God wants our motivation for stewardship to be based on love and gratitude. 

 

Stewardship gives God honor and glory when we become more like Jesus.  In the words of Paul, “And 

we, all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 

from one degree of glory to another.  For this comes from the Lord Who is the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 

3:18). 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Blessings on your Stewardship Journey! 



 

 

St. Stephen’s Food Pantry:   
Thank you to all who continue to donate food items for St. 

Stephens Food Pantry.  There is always a need for food 

pantry items.  Next time you are out shopping, please add a 

couple of things to your cart for the Food Pantry.   

Donations of food, personal items, paper products,  

baby food and diapers are always gratefully  

received.  Any items can be put in the little red 

wagon in the Welcoming Area.  Also, many 

thanks to Woodie Meyer for making sure the donations get 

to the Pantry.  

 

Please Consider—There is an urgent need for  

volunteers to join our Mission and Ministry Team. 

Mission and Ministry Team Members encourage  

non-members to check out our congregation, motivate the 

congregation to serve the Lord and our neighbors through 

various human care opportunities, and challenge the 

congregation to grow as stewards of God-loaned resources.  

For more information, contact Gary Steingraber or Pastor 

Nowak. 

 

PRESENT MEMBERS OF MONONA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH WHO ARE MILITARY VETERANS 
     (Please let us know if we missed anyone.  Thanks.) 

Donald Hamburg 1966-1968  Army  
Eugene Kosbau            1954-1957  Navy 
Daniel Lindert            1989-present    Iraq Army 
Marcel Lindert              1965-2001        Cold War  WI Army NG 
Marcel Lindert              2001-2005              Army Reserves  
Durwood Meyer           1957-1961  USAF 
Larry TerMaat            1965-1969        Vietnam Marines 
Larry TerMaat            1977-1997  Air Natl Guard 
 

Former members now deceased who served our Country: 
      Bill Boyer  Barney Prescott 

 Butch Butler  John Rosenau 

 Clem Dohmeier  John Russell 

 Robert Ganiere  Ed Rustic 

 Al Genske  Dean Sailing 

 Ewald Koch  Roger Schlender 

 Dr. Gordon Lofgren Carl TerMaat 

 Renata Lucht  Bill Wiessinger 

 Ed Neese  Rubin Wolff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that the church office will be closed on 

Monday, May 29th in observance of the Memorial Day 

Holiday.  Have safe travels and enjoy the three day 

weekend. 

 

Bible Study:   
Join us Sunday mornings after the service as 

we continue studying a summary of Luther’s 

Small Catechism.  Everyone is welcome, there 

is no homework required, and you need not 

attend every session.    
 

Healing Service:   
The next Healing Service will take place on 

Sunday, May 14th, 2023 following the service.  

If you have a burden or sickness that you 

would like to commend to the Lord, this 

would be a great time to do so.  Copies of the 

service can be found on the table in the 

narthex.   

 

CELEBRATIONS IN MAY 
 

BIRTHDAYS    
 

 Meghan Steingraber   1 
 Addyson Steingraber     9 

 Emma Steingraber     11 

 Gary Steingraber          12 

 Diana Russell                 13 

 Wayne Kosbau               14 

 Ann Rubin                      19 

 Dan Neuser        21 

 Andrea Noll       21 

 Sharon Bottoms     25 

 Gloria Lawton      26 

 Judie Krubsack     30 
 

ANNIVERSARIES  
 

Paul & Susan Felton-13 years; 5/21 

 Steve & Ellen Peck-42 years; 5/30 
 

CONGRATULATIONS and 
GOD’S BLESSINGS TO ALL 

 

 
 

June/July 2023 Messenger Deadline: 

Monday, May 22nd, 2023 

No Late Articles 

Please submit articles by this date. Email to: 

mlc-ms@hotmail.com OR  

leave a copy in the office. 
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Divine Worship      
Sunday 9:00 a.m.     
Monday Evening 6:30 p.m.   
 

Communion Services    
1st and 3rd Sunday of each month.     
Midweek Lenten & Advent  
Vespers 6:00 p.m. 
NO Monday Worship on Legal Holidays   
 

Sunday Christian Education Hour    
Adult Bible Classes 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday School 10:15 am Sept. - May 
 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Nowak 
Office Phone: 608.222.7071 
E-mail: mlc-ms@hotmail.com 
Website: www.mononalutheran.org    

  

 

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Loving Christ, Serving Others through Preaching, Teaching, Reaching” 

 

 

    Being a Steward 
 

In his 1929 book The Stewardship Life, Rev. Karl Kretzschmar  

gave us the following thoughts to ponder: 
 

“The more fully our wills conform to that of our Master, the  

happier we will be, and the greater will be the measure of the  

blessings that we will enjoy.” 
 

“It is only when our hearts are renewed and our minds enlightened through the regenerating power of faith 

in Jesus as our Savior that we realize our utter dependence on God and willingly accept our position as a 

steward of all we have.” 
 

“Just what place in our lives does faith occupy?  What does our church mean to us when we compare it 

with home, friends, business, ambition, or pleasure?” 
 

Prayer: Dear Father, You are the giver of all good things.  Thank You especially for my faith.  Grant me 

the ability to submit my will to Yours.  Use me in Your service.  Amen. 
 

Blessings on your journey as a steward! 
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